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Title: 
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VALVE 


Amendment 


Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patjnts, 
Washington, DC 20231 on: 


June 12.2002 


Date 


felope addressed to: Commissioner lor Patents, 
Signed by: Susan M. Dacko 


Dear Sir: 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of the Office Action mailed March 12, 2002. Pjease amend 


this application as set forth below. 

In The Claims: 

Please amend claims 33 and 45 as follows: 
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mouth i>Pa^earer, the mask 
3S before being inhaled by a 


33. A filtering face mask that comprises: 

(a) a mask body that is adapted to fit over the nose 
body comprising a filtration layer through which inhaled air 
wearer of the face mask; and 

(b) an exhalation valve that is ajtadied to the mask body, the exhalation valve 
allowing air exhaled by a wearer to pa^s^m an interior of the mask body to its exterior without 
having to pass through the filtmtkm layer, the exhalation valve comprising: 

( 1 ) a \jal<^ seat that comprises : 

(i) a seal surface; and 

(ii) an orifice that is circumscribed by the seal surface; and 
a single flexible flap that has only one stationary portion and only one free portion 

an^ circumferential edge, the circumferential edge having a first segment that is associated with 


